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Purpose of the Record of Invention Document

A Record of Invention ("ROI") is an internal company document detailing proprietary information.  The invention disclosures contained herein are the sole and exclusive property of Your Company ("Your Company") and its assigns.  No portion of this document may be transmitted to any party outside of Your Company or its duly appointed legal representatives without express permission. 

This ROI is a technical report that describes and discloses the origin of the invention, how it works and how it can be used.  Specifically, the ROI is designed to elicit and memorialize answers to the following questions (in principle)  Note: Please start on page 3:

1. What was the problem and how did the inventor come to learn about the problem?

2. What is the proposed solution to the problem?  Is the proposed solution better than previous solutions?

3. What is the best way to practice the invention?

4. Are there alternative ways to practice the invention?  Are there any advantages or disadvantages to these approaches?  [Note that "public" means anyone outside of Your Company.]
5. Who contributed to the invention and what did they contribute?  What records or drawings are available to show these facts?

6. Have there been any public uses, publications, offers for sale, sales, or any other public disclosures of the invention (anywhere in the world)?

7. What are the most closely related prior publications, prior products or uses, or prior patents?

The answers to these questions, and the information you provide in this ROI must be clear and detailed enough so that any person reasonably skilled in the relevant art could make and use the invention.


It is important that this ROI be as complete as possible.  This document may form the basis for a preliminary patentability search or patent application for the invention.  In addition, a properly prepared invention disclosure can establish a date of conception of the invention in the United States.

This is an electronic form and more lines may be added if needed. 
PLEASE ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS OR TECHNICAL INFORMATION IF NECESSARY.
PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS IN AS MUCH DETAIL AS POSSIBLE AND AS APPROPRIATE FOR THE TECHNOLOGY AREA OF CONCERN.  USE DRAWINGS, EQUATIONS, AND CALCULATIONS WHERE NECESSARY TO SUPPORT THE INVENTION.

1. What is the proposed TITLE or SUBJECT of your invention?
_________________________________________________

2. Identify each inventor who participated in the development and testing of this invention, and for each individual, describe the role that they played.  
(Note:  It is the role of your patent attorney to make an independent determination of inventorship based on the information provided.)
a) Name:____________________________________________

Home address:_____________________________________

City/state:_________________________________________

Citizen of:_________________________________________

Role played:_______________________________________

b) Name:____________________________________________

Home address:_____________________________________

City/state:_________________________________________

Citizen of:_________________________________________

Role played:_______________________________________

c) Name:____________________________________________

Home address:_____________________________________

City/state:_________________________________________

Citizen of:_________________________________________

Role played:_______________________________________

3. What is the general product or process to which this invention relates?
What is the specific product or process to which this invention relates?
(Example: This invention relates to antioxidants and their use for treatment of disease, and more specifically, to compounds having formula I and their use for treatment of cancer and other proliferative disorders.)
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
4. Brief description of the invention:  Please summarize the attributes, properties, and intended use of the invention as a whole.  What are the possible uses for this invention?  (If the invention comprises a chemical formula, please provide a general chemical structure or formulation.  For chemical formulations, for each component, provide an amount by wt., wt. range or percent.)




_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

5. Describe your invention in detail (feel free to attach additional sheets or append electronic files; attach graphs, charts, and data if necessary) and the product(s) and/or process(es) currently in use by your company.  Also, discuss, compare and contrast similar subject matter in use by you and by others in the industry, i.e., what is the current state-of-the-art, before this invention.  (This comparative subject matter is primarily for background.)
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

6. What are the disadvantages of using each of these current product(s) and/or process(es)?  (List out the disadvantages if need be; however, be aware that we will always be cautious not to "run down" your own in-house prior technology, particularly if there are patents pending relating to prior similar technology, but make an effort to draw contrasts in terms of advantages vs. disadvantages.)
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
7. Are there any ways to minimize the adverse effects of these known disadvantages?  
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
8. Are there other disadvantages, such as prohibitive cost or labor, in attempting to minimize these disadvantages?
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
9. Does your invention attempt to overcome any or all of the disadvantages identified above?  Does your invention overcome those disadvantages?  
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
10. Please briefly describe the advantages of the invention.  Please pick out and expand on the key, novel or unusual features of the invention.  Are there any other purposes that your invention seeks to achieve, or for which you suspect the invention might have utility?
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
11. Describe in detail the advantages of you invention, and how the disadvantages discussed above are overcome (attach additional sheets, drawings, graphs, charts, and technical data, etc., if needed).  (Be sure to explain why your proposal is better than other proposed solutions.)
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
12. What is the best way to practice the invention?  If applicable, please provide the chemical formulation.  For each ingredient, provide a purpose and why it is believed to be effective.  Please provide particular dimensions, measurements, sizes, shapes, or characterizing data of a new product, as applicable.  If this is a new chemical process, provide the times, temperatures, pressures, or other process variables known to give the best results.  If successful testing of the invention has been carried out, please identify and describe these tests (include also pertinent negative or inoperative tests to define the scope of the invention).
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

13. Are there other ways to practice the invention?  Usually, it is possible to vary the operation, structure, composition, etc., of the invention without losing its advantages.  (Be sure to identify those aspects that can be varied without losing the advantages of the invention.)
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

14. Please provide dates and supporting documents (where appropriate) for each of the items listed below:
a) Conception of the Invention
i. Date of conception (of fully formed idea):______________________

ii. First oral disclosure (date, and to whom):_______________________

iii. First written description (date, and to whom):____________________
________________________________________________________
(this step is particularly important).

iv. Are there any laboratory records and/or data available? ____________
________________________________________________________

b) Development of the Invention
i. Date work on development began:____________________________

ii. Date development work completed:___________________________

iii. Date of first successful test?_________________________________

iv. Date of first prototype or model:______________________________

c) First Disclosure Outside the Company
i. Has the invention or discovery been disclosed to anyone outside the company or published in any manner? Yes____
No____

ii. If Yes: provide date, place, and name of the first person to whom this invention was disclosed in any manner, and by whom. ___________
_______________________________________________________

d) First Public Use or Sale
i. Has the invention or discovery been shown, given, advertised, offered for sale, or sold to anyone outside the company? Yes____
No____

ii. If Yes: provide date, place, and name of the first person to whom this invention was disclosed in any manner, and by whom. ___________
_______________________________________________________



15. Identify the most closely related prior publications, scientific articles, patent applications, prior products or uses, or prior patents.  (Related means, for example, in use or used in connection with the same purpose, therapeutic use or treatment.  Or products having the same or similar ingredients, being used for the same or similar purposes. )
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
16. The foregoing invention disclosure consisting of ____ pages was read and understood by me on the date opposite my name.  Please sign below.

a) Contributors:

i. ____________________________
Date:_____________________

ii. ____________________________
Date:_____________________
iii. ____________________________
Date:_____________________
b) Witness:

i. ____________________________
Date:_____________________
ii. ____________________________
Date:_____________________
2

